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The Effectiveness of Major Pillars upon which the
Abeiting Prafession in fhe KiaEdom of Sauds Arabia is Based:
An Empirical Study

Reem Omar M. Al-Amro and Hussam A. Al-Angari
ing. Faculty ics and Achainistrazi
D e SLaioh, Sowd Aratia

Abarract. This research aimms at evaluating major repulatory pallars
upon which the waditing peofession in the Kisgam of Sauds Arsba is
Based (including professional standards, ethacal eodes of professonal
condict, feilowship Examinations, consinucs professicsal education
programs, qualily feview program, and commnunicaicn channels that
assute the delivery of rules and regelations to auditors and seciety i
pencral) throegh measunng the elfectiveness of such pegalmory pillars
in deading and copang with the difficulnies and challenges facing, the
Susti adfing profession’s envaoamen] and Tesiriclag {18 RegAve
effects. To achieve that, a positive methodologiesl approach has been
smplemented. This appeoach i based on explosing, explaning. and
predicting cenaia phenomence (hrough revicwieg previous rature
‘2 well 2 uederstandsng the current satus in onder (o reach a number
of defintions amd 10 sdestify all soms of factors related b0 tha
phenomenon. Based oe adras draws from swch a mehodelogical
approsch, the research hypotheses, upon which the empinical rescarch
peoded by this paper s based, have becn idencificd. These have been
examuined usieg geestionnaires through which a zumber of faciors far
esch hypothetis have becn wied. Selectmy and determining these
factors were fagilvased by istues taken from previous [Rerature that
deat with admisg regulatory piltacs and with Ibe consemporary
Aifficlties ad challenges facing the Saudi auditing environent. The
Findips of thes cescarch suggess that a consensus does not seem 0
exist between auditors on the one hasd and related parties on the ceher
hand an their knoa bedge of difficulries and challenges facing the Saudi
auditing environment. The significance of some aspects related 1o the
faczors exphoted in the cmpirical research (includng the limitatean of
sompliance with professiceal standands, cihics and ather nales ad
regulations by audiloss, (he persisicnos and spread of existing “low
baling™ comcept fee low level audit fees) within the Saadi audit
the monopoly over services by a lsmited
sember of peofessional firms, the castence of fepomal professional
bodies, and the affiliation to the Work! Trade Organisstion by Saudi
Arsbia. Motcaver, there arc differences in the fesponses of pamics
nder research regarding othor aspects related to the same faciors, even
thewgh, these partses agreed an their knowledge of major regulatoey
pallars upoms which the auditisg profession in Saad Azabia, The paper
i concluded By providing some recommendations, ssih ax
paricipation of academics in comesting the laws of Jecounting and
audizing. assuring the existence of fair balunce between foes and eifon
i 8l) audit assigrenents, and the cossideration that showld be placed by
ahe Saudi Orgazication for Certified Poblic Accountants (SOCPA) on
varionas required changes on its stratcgic plan that would enable Saudi
Asabia 1 achieve the i of the World Trade C
The d socne futare b topis




